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Thank you Section New Zealand 

for a wonderful congress! 
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The Organising Committee enjoying  
a rare quiet moment. Thanks guys! 

From the 12
th
 floor of the Grand Millennium 

Hotel ï Keeping the overview is important J 

IPA WORLD CONGRESS 2016 ï REVIEW 
 
I can hardly believe that the World Congress 2016 in Auckland is already behind us. 
Now it's time for me to look back on this major event in the IPA's annual life. Here 
are 10 major points:  

 

1. Team New Zealand: fantastic organisers 

A congress like this is, first and foremost, put together by a team. The delegates 
placed their trust in New Zealand, despite the complexity that the distance created 

for most sections. It paid off for 
Paul, Ross, Billy and their team, 
who put in some intense and 
high-quality work. My friends, you 
were perfect and took care of 
every little detail and worry, all 
the while making us feels 
extraordinarily welcome. 

Before and during the congress, 
you responded to all of our 
requests with the same good 
humour and exemplary 
helpfulness. An immense thank-
you to everybody!  

Gold medal! 

 

In addition, I would like to congratulate you once more on the anniversary which you 
decided to celebrate with us during the congress:  

Happy 50th Birthday, IPA New Zealand! 

 

2. A perfect location 

Auckland proved to be the perfect 
choice to assemble our delegations 
from across the whole world. Located at 
the heart of the óbig little cityô, the hotel 
provided excellent accommodation, with 
a welcome proximity to both the airport 
and the city centre. I would like to take 
this opportunity to commend the 
professionalism of the staff at the Grand 
Millennium Hotel. 

Throughout the day and sometimes well 
into the night, whenever anyone had a 

request or question, they were always 
in good humour and willing to help, 
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which pays homage to New Zealandôs welcoming nature. As most of us had travelled 
halfway across the globe to be there, we were especially appreciative to find such 
excellent conditions for our stay.  

 

3. Excellent working conditions 

The hotel offered a meeting room for the IEB and a conference room for the 
congress which were both perfectly suited to our needs, in addition to being spacious 
and pleasant. Furthermore, the ever-present technical staff, who were very friendly 
and dedicated, played a significant part in the event's success. As you know, the 
debates were translated simultaneously into 5 languages (German - English - 
Spanish - French - Russian). The relevant equipment had to be set up and in good 
working order, which entailed a lot of work. These tasks were masterfully done. 
Thank you to all the technicians involved. And a special thank-you to Viviane and her 
team of 9 interpreters, without whom our words probably wouldn't have made much 
sense J 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Intense IEB meetings 

The World Congress also provides an opportunity for the IEB to meet twice: once 
before the opening of the congress sessions and once at the end.  

The beautiful congress room ï all set up and ready for us. 

Our interpreters ï ócaged inô for 3 days. 

Thank you for a wonderful job! 

Elke and Lesley ready for the congress. 
Thanks for the precious work! 
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The parade in the streets of Auckland 

A Maori dance to welcome us all 
to New Zealand 

The Maori chief, the Commissioner of Police 
and Paul Visser - President of IPA NZ,  

as well as the Mayor of Auckland. 
Thank you for having us! 

Our agendas were 
full to the brim, but 
we managed to get 
through them, in 
the spirit of serving 
the best interests 
of the Association, 
its common good 
and its ongoing 
development.  

There was plenty 
of work to do, with numerous projects and objectives, and the congress is a unique 
opportunity to share the fruits of the previous year's labour, while at the same time 
setting out the priorities and goals for the coming year.  

 

5. Moving opening ceremony 

Each year, the official start of the 
conference is marked by an opening 
ceremony. A parade, led by a division of 
the New Zealand police, led us in a 
procession across the city to the town 
hall.  

There, the official ceremony was held in 
keeping with the tradition of the Maori 
people, with each act punctuated by a 
song or traditional dance. Then, the 

hosts and visitors greeted one another and, in doing so, marked the coming together 
of all the guests and their welcome in the Land of the Kiwis.  

 

The Mayor of Auckland, the New Zealand Chief of Police and the Maori Chief of the 
Auckland region graced us with their presence and welcomed us with warm 
messages to all delegations, wishing us a wonderful stay in óthe city of sailsô. 

The IEB members on stage: now it is getting serious J 
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Let's not forget the appearance of the President of IPA New Zealand, Paul Visser, 
who was particularly happy and honoured to host the IPA family in his home 
country.  

I was then given the opportunity to offer our formal thanks to our hosts, on behalf of 
the IPA, for their welcome, and to officially open the congress, before the IPA 
anthem was played, followed by the national anthem of New Zealand.  

An opening ceremony is always very special and the contrast between the uniforms 
from all over the world shows that our family is united and is, more than ever, loyal to 
our motto óService through Friendshipô, as well as to our belief that everyone is 
equal, irrespective of rank/position, gender, race, language or religion.  

 

6. Well-paced sessions 

The congress sessions remain the strong 
point and the heart of our meeting. The 
agenda promised long working hours, and this 
was indeed the case. Debates were 
prolonged, but cordial and upbeat. Beyond the 
specifics of the topics discussed, the meeting 
of sections from all around the world unites us 
all, and ensures that we continue the IPA's 
work along the lines of a united doctrine. For 
so many different cultures and mentalities 
(around 40 different mother tongues) to make 
themselves heard, and among the strong 

characters that make up the security forces, is 
quite amazing. But the ideals of the IPA have 
been around for years, and the respect shown 
towards one another guarantees a prominent 
place for our Association's values and ensures its longevity. Thank you to everyone 
for your significant and welcome contributions. I won't go into detail about the 
congress, allowing each section to provide their members with information 
independently. 

We welcomed the new Section in Foundation, 
Colombia, whose representative had the 
opportunity to introduce his country and 
section. We welcome you! The other new 
Section in Foundation, Uzbekistan, was 
unfortunately unable to attend, but we hope to 
give them the welcome they deserve next 
year.  

Our education centre, IBZ Gimborn, was 
represented by René Kauffmann, who took the 
opportunity to report on the centreôs activities 
of the past year and outline the seminar 
programme for the year 2017. It was not only 
a chance to show appreciation for IBZ 
Gimbornôs efforts in providing high-class 

Our good friend Vytautas Pliuskus, 
delegate of IPA Lithuania and SCC 

member, developing one of the topics 

The director of Gimborn, René 
Kauffmann ï always very convincing 

and motivating. Thanks René! 
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May-Britt Rinaldo, Chairperson of the 
Professional Commission, 

 thanking our two local speakers 

A busy workshop ï priceless to get friends 
from all over the world to work together: 
Patrick from the Netherlands, Jan from 

Norway, Miia from Finland, Kyriakos from 
Greece, Demetris from Cyprus  

and Ioannis from Greece 

Conclusion of the IPA World Congress 2016: 
 the IPA Hymn 

education to our associationôs members, but also for the IPA to show its support 
towards this valuable partnership. 

The session also enabled us to organise two seminars on the theme óLearn today 
from yesterday for tomorrowô. The first consisted of two speeches given by experts 
from the New Zealand police. Thank you to our two colleagues for taking the time to 
come and talk to us about these two flagship projects. 

 

 

The second comprised a workshop coordinated by the chairpersons of the 
professional, socio-cultural and external relations commissions. There is no doubt 
that the outcome of each workshop will enable realistic and attainable goals to be 
defined and achieved which are goals of interest to our Association's development. 
Thank you to all those who contributed to the workshops, and especially to May-Britt 
Rinaldo who was in charge of the technical organisation.  

Finally, IEB members also used the 
congress to set up bilateral 
meetings with a large number of 
delegations. With the help of these 
encounters, we were able to cover a 
specific point or establish a status 
report on how well specific sections 
are operating.  

These meetings were welcomed 
unanimously, and I'm sure that the 
time spent in this way was 
important, as it is an opportunity 
that is sometimes only afforded to 
us during the World Congress. 
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Finally, some time to visit and enjoy: 
our delegate Mirko from IPA San 

Marino is well looked after by Gal, our 
VP, Kyriakos from Greece, Zinaida 

from Bulgaria and Mimi from Slovakia 

7. An attractive social programme 

The World Congress also offers a social 
programme, for those accompanying the 
delegates during the congress week, but also for 
Saturday, when everybody meets in a relaxed 
atmosphere for a surprise daytime event.  

I extend my thanks also to the organising 
committee and to all volunteers who looked after 
visitors throughout the week, giving them the 
opportunity to visit some of the must-see 
attractions around Auckland.  

 

 

 

 

Above all, a big thank-you for the marvellous day organised on Saturday, with the 
memorable visit to Eden Park, a real mecca for rugby fans, which we explored 
thoroughly before being allowed to step out onto the pitch. It was a real privilege. 
Magical! 

 

 

8. A colourful gala evening 

Traditionally, the gala evening officially closes 
the congress week.  

A moment to relax, share and enjoy being 
together, which is always very pleasant. It also 
gives us a chance to thank the host section 
officially, and the applause for our New Zealand 
friends raised the roof ï pictured on the right are 
Billy Lawrence, Ross Pinkham and Paul Visser 
from Section New Zealand. 

Family photo on the pitch at Eden Park 


